T7ie Emperor's Reconciliation

Berlin, ijth March, 1909.

They said yesterday that war had broken out but the
news changes from hour to hour. Nevertheless Austria is
armed to die teeth and her language is very provocative.
The day before yesterday the Emperor gave a big dinner to
the Ambassadors to whom he appeared quite gay and pleasant.
Both the Bulows received the most marked attentions on the
part of the Empress, but the Chancellor wore the gloomiest
expression which was noticed by everybody.

Financial affairs aren't going at all well, and Billow in
spite of all his efforts can find no basis for agreement with
the Parliamentary Committee on taxes. All parties are so
up in arms against the Chancellor I don't believe he will
succeed,

Berlin, zist March, 1909.

It appears the Emperor has resumed all his former habits
with Bulow and that he goes to the Chancellor's house as
of yore. This is the Empress's triumph and I don't know
whether to congratulate her upon it. In any case financial
affairs aren't making any progress. The House Committee
undoes the next day what has been done the day before. It
is evident the Government are acting badly and deputies are
hesitant as they see difficulties ahead. The Government
would certainly get the money they're asking for if people
were sure that in a year or two it would not be wanted again.
They feel badly governed but the courage is lacking to undo
the purse strings.

Yesterday evening I saw Cambon who sees things all the
blacker since he finds the German Government is being far
from frank. He's even got so far as to be convinced that it
is here that war is desired, and nothing is done to calm
Austria. It appears Herr Kiderlen, in point of fact our
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